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Without A Traceroute

Traveling the world hanging out with
hackers



http://www.withoutatraceroute.com/

® Brendan McCollam
> Neuroscience major, Pomona College (Los Angels, CA)
> Worked for the IT department
o General-purpose computer nerd
> 2008 Watson Fellowship recipient (www.watsonfellowship.org)
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What is the Watson Fellowship?

® From the website: The mission of the Thomas J. Watson
Fellowship Program is to offer college graduates of unusual
promise a year of independent, purposeful exploration and
travel outside of the United States in order to enhance their
capacity for resourcefulness, imagination, openness, and
leadership and to foster their humane and effective
participation in the world community.

® Basically, you make up some crazy project that you're really
interested in, and they give you $28,000 to do it.
> Examples of Watson Projects:
2 Spanish sports slang in South America.
o Evolution of outrigger canoes in Polynesia.
o The effect of four ant species' behavior.
9 The culture of ultimate frisbee
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Wait, who pays for this?

® The Watson Foundation, established in 1961 by Jeannette
K. Watson, the widow of Thomas J. Watson Sr., the founder
of IBM as a charitable trust for his wealth.

® [n 1968, TJ Watson Jr., established the Thomas J. Watson
Fellowship.
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- PUSCII, Utrecht, Netherlands
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PUSCII, Utrecht, Netherlands
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EU Data Retention Conference, Budapest
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EU Data Retention Conference, Budapest ’
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' Italian Hackmeeting, Palermo, Italy
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' Italian Hackmeeting, Palermo, Italy
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' Italian Hackmeeting, Palermo, Italy
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C-Base, Berlin, Germany




D _— !,F 4;.;;? I~ i o wlln




T AR F *ﬂ:_? - ' oy o




40 & s 1 e N

" The types of people I've met

® Pure/'true” hackers:
> Concerned with technology for its own sake.
> Generally less-political

> Intuitive understand of “hack value” without the need for
application.




® Tech Activists:
> “That's great, but how does this bring about the revolution?”
> Generally way more paranoid and harder to get in touch with.
> Tend to be narrowly focused securlty, communication,

organization.




The types of people I've met

® Artists:
> Also concerned about application of technology.
> Generally the easiest group to get in touch with.
> Usually are trying to say something, to communicate an idea.
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Where do | go from here?

® Probably Croatia, Poland, France, back to Berlin; then
Argentina, Chile, Mexico and maybe Brazil.

® |f you have any contacts you think I'd enjoy visiting, I'd love
to hear from you!

* brendan@withoutatraceroute.com

® Thanks to Kiberpipa for having me, and thanks to the
Watson Foundation for giving me such an awesome
opportunity.
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